THE  SPANISH WAR
Before the end of November it was estimated that at
least 10,000 Red volunteers, nearly all men with previous
military training, had passed through Perplgnan aloae.
Thousands of others had been taken by ship and tad
landed direct at Barcelona or Valencia. Tanks, machine-
guns, and artillery had been poured into the Red ports
and a very large number of international brigades were
being built up. It is difficult now to say exactly how
strong these brigades were, but from figures given me
by competent authorities I should not hesitate to place
the total number as being not much less than about
60,000 men.
Against this formidable figure, throughout the winter
months General Franco had little to place Until well
into the new year it would have been true to say that no
body of foreign infantry was fighting on his side. Obvi-
ously from the outset the Nationalists had bought war
'planes from abroad, since the majority of the small
Spanish aviation corps was in the hands of the Madrid
Government when the rising took place at the end of July.
Foreign airmen came to fly these machines, and squadrons
of bombing and chaser 'planes, entirely manned by either
German or Italian volunteers, were used, while Spanish
airmen were being trained. As the war grew in intensity,
though more machines were being piloted by Spaniards
the foreign volunteers could not be dispensed with There
were also foreign artillery, tanks, anti-tank guns, and anti-
aircraft guns In the beginning these were manned
entirely by foreigners, but Spanish tank crews and Spanish
gunners were trained and the original foreign volunteers
gradually became confined to the task of specialists for
repair and upkeep
Then  as   the  strength   and   numbers  of  the   Red
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